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cardinal principles of civil liberty, because it leaves
each man to run the race of life for himself as best he
can- The state stands neutral but benevolent. It
does not undertake to aid some and handicap others
at the outset in order to offset hereditary advantages
and disadvantages, or to make them start equally.
Such a notion would belong to the false and spurious
theory of equality which is socialistic. If the state
should attempt this it would make itself the servant of
envy. I am entitled to make the most I can of myself
without hindrance from anybody, but I am not entitled
to any guarantee that I shall make as much of myself
as somebody else makes of himself.
The modern thirst for equality of rights is explained
by its historical origin. The mediaeval notion of rights
was that rights were special privileges, exemptions,
franchises, and powers given to individuals by the king;
hence each man had just so many as he and his ancestors
had been able to buy or beg by force or favor, and if
a man had obtained no grants he had no rights. Hence
no two persons were equal in rights and the mass of the
population had none. The theory of natural rights and
of equal rights was a revolt against the mediaeval theory.
It was asserted that men did not have to wait for a
king to grant them rights; they have them by nature,
or in the nature of things, because they are men and
members of civil society. If rights come from nature,
it is inferred that they fall like air and light on all equally.
It was an immense step in advance for the human race
when this new doctrine was promulgated. Its own
limitations and errors need not now be pointed out.
Its significance is plain, and its limits are to some extent
defined when we note its historical origin.
I have already shown that where these guarantees